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Donations of 30p or more please



Christmas at

St John the Baptist Church

Friday 16" — Monday 19" December
Christmas Tree Festival
Friday & Saturday 10am —4pm
Sunday 2pm —5pm
Monday 10am — 3pm

Sunday 18t December
6:30pm Joint Carol Service with Beeston Methodist
Church at St John’s

Saturday 24t December — Christmas Eve
4:30pm Christingle and Crib Service
Children welcome
11:15pm Midnight Mass

Sunday 25" December — Christmas Day
10am Parish Family Celebration

All Welcome
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FATHER WAYNE WRITES...

Dear friends,

For the benefit of those who don't already know, we
recently welcomed The Revd Kirstine Buchan to the
parish. Kirstine will serve her curacy here as our
Parish Deacon. She will be involved in many aspects
of parish life and will be able to baptise children and
adults as well as marry couples in due course. She is hoping to have a community
focused ministry, as well as one where she is able to learn the more traditional
'craft’ of pastoral ministry. Please pray for her and | know you will make her
welcome.

This will be the last magazine produced by Phil Sherratt. Many thanks to him for
the hard work he has put in to making the magazine interesting and informative.
As circulation has fallen significantly and people tend to look to other ways of
communicating, we will be reviewing this area of our work. It's possible, for
example, that we may replace the magazine with a quarterly bulletin or decide
that we need to put our energies elsewhere. We are open to suggestions/offers
of help.

| hope you will come and join us at any or all of our Christmas services which are
advertised elsewhere in this magazine. It would be lovely to welcome both you
and your family and friends. There will also be a Christmas Tree Festival this year
over the long weekend before Christmas. The Church will be decorated with
Christmas Trees sponsored by local businesses and other organisations.
|t always looks wonderful so, again, please encourage family and friends to come
along.

God Bless
Father Wayne




FROM THE REGISTERS

Baptisms

20 November Esme Grace Jackson

Weddings
Gary Darren Goose
29 October
Emma Louise Ball
Christopher John Wright T do¥
29 October

Sarah Ashleigh Robertson

Rest in Peace

Phyllis Voce
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SUNDAY SCHOOL

Over the summer the children attending Sunday School learned about Noah’s Ark.
Each week they added a colour onto the rainbow and also made pairs of animals. A lovely
display now adorns the board in the upstairs room in Church.

In the weeks leading up to Christmas the
children are making decorations to hang
on the Sunday School Tree as part of the
Christmas Tree Festival. The theme is the
Christian meaning behind the song
“The 12 Days of Christmas”.

It is suggested that it is a song of Christian
instruction, perhaps dating to the
16th century religious wars in England, with hidden references to the basic teachings of the
Christian Faith. The "true love" mentioned in the song refers to God Himself. The "me" who
receives the presents refers to every baptized person who is part of the Christian Faith.

A Partridge in a Pear Tree — Jesu<Christ, the Son of God.
Two Turtle Doves — TheOld and New Testaments

Three French Hens — The thretheological virtues

Four Calling Birds — Thefour Gospels

Five Gold Rings — Thefirstfive Books of the Old Testament
Six Geese A-laying — Thesix days of creation

Seven Swans A-swimming — Theseven gifts of the Holy Spirit
Eight Maids A-milking — Theeight Beatitudes

Nine Ladies Dancing — Thenine Fruits of the Holy Spirit

Ten Lords A-leaping — Theten commandments
Eleven Pipers Piping — Theeleven Faithful Apostles
Twelve Drummers Drumming — Thetwelve points of doctrine iAfustles' Creed



CELEBRATING 140 YEARS OF CARING

In 1876 Mary Sumner, a vicar's wife, invited a group of mothers from the village of
Old Alresford in Hampshire to a meeting in the vicarage. Her aim was to encourage mothers
of all classes to bring up their children in the Christian faith. From that first meeting,
140 years ago, the Mothers’ Union has grown into a worldwide organisation with more than
four million members in over 80 countries.

So what do we do today?

First of all, membership of the Mothers’ Union is now open to everyone, men and women,
who have been baptised in the name of the Holy Trinity. Locally, we do a lot of knitting and
sewing to support various organisations, particularly SANDS who support families who have
stillborn babies or whose babies die shortly after birth. We provide knitted items for the
neo-natal unit at the City and QMC hospitals. We also raise money to provide toiletries and
other items for Women'’s Aid which provides support for women and their children who have
suffered domestic violence. We always make sure that all the children have something at
Christmas and Easter.

In the diocese and nationally we raise money to enable disadvantaged families have a
much-needed holiday through our AFIA Project. We make fiddle muffs and blankets for
dementia sufferers in hospitals and Care Homes.

We also support our members worldwide so that they can help the people in their villages
and townships, particularly in Africa. They run Credit Unions to help people with their
budgeting. They also run literacy and numeracy courses to teach people to read and write.
They also teach basic domestic and farming skills to enable people to become
self-sufficient.

These are just a few of the many ways that members help both locally, nationally and
internationally.

This year we have been celebrating 140 years of service with special services throughout
the country. The national service of thanksgiving was in Winchester in September and in
this diocese we held our thanksgiving service in Southwell Minster at the beginning of
October.

We do learn about other topics of interest and at our October meeting we had an informal
meeting where we spoke about our personal treasures which included books and items of
jewellery, all with treasured memories. Father Rob Wiggins told us about his journey
through life ‘sofar’ which was very moving. Thank you Rob.



Our afternoon meeting on 8" December (2.00 for 2.15pm) will have an Advent and
Christmas theme and you are very welcome to join us. On 12t January we will be enjoying
each other's company at the New Year lunch. More details in the pew sheet.

We also have an Evening Group who usually meet in the evening of the same Thursday
that the afternoon group meet. Details are published in the pew leaflet.

Sheila Allton

NATIONAL PRAYER FOR THE 140™ ANNIVERSARY OF THE MOTHERS’ UNION
(WRITTEN BY ARCHBISHOP JUSTIN WELBY)

Lifegiving God, on its ®&@niversary,

we give you thanks for the Mothers’
For its dedication and faithful witness

to Jesus Christ across the world.

We praise you for its compassion, care

and acts of justice for families and communities.

Bless all its members in y@asionito the world,

Strengthen hearts, hands and voices in the years to come,
as they continue to nurture,

defend and deliver your children.

Through their service, bring great glory to Jesus

and make known your kingdom.

We ask this in the name of tiineiFa

the Son and the Holy Spirit.

Amen

Nwéﬁ(s)gﬁy Y
ERUNION

Christian care for families



BEESTON PARISH CHURCH - KEY POINTS ON
FINANCIAL SITUATION

Each Church is a financially independent body. We receive no funding from the
Church of England or the Government.

“One off” income and expenditure, such as grants and renovation works to the
building, and contingency provision, have been removed from these figures, to give
a picture of basic operating income and expenditure.

Overall, keeping the Church running costs around £275 per day.

For three of the last five years, we have run deficits averaging £15,600. We broke
even in 2014 and 2015, thanks to the impact of the Promise Programmes (inviting
people to consider their Planned Giving).

The nature of Planned Giving is that we consistently lose donors who have moved
away or gone to Glory, and need to replace their contributions.

This year, we budgeted for a deficit of £7,221, but a generous response to the last
Promise Programme reduced this to £1,778. Clearly, we still need fundraising
events and the continued support of all to close this gap.

Operating income and expenditure

£120,000 -
£100,000 -
£80,000 -
£60,000 -
£40,000 -
Income & expenditure 2015
Fees and sales
£9,468
Income Planned giving Gift Aid dogg:;rns Interest
£96,605 £54 338 £14,892 £13.609 £903
Fundraising events
£3,395
Running expenses
£13,728 Grants & charitable
: giving
Expenditure Parish share Arir:":n? £3,130
£94,956 £50,748 AR
Repairs & Other expenses/
maintenance  upkeep of services
__£4,045 | £11,692

£0 £20,000 £40,000 £60,000 £80,000 £100,000 £120,000
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Funds held at year end
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Where did ourmoney come from? (2011 - 2015)
Interest
1%

Fees and sales

Fundraising
events
4%

Other donations ,
16% " Planned giving

56%

Where did ourmoney go to? (2011 - 2015)
Grants &

Admin & charitable
management giving
12%

Other

upkeep of
services
11%

Running
expenses
14%

maintenance
7%



THE CALENDAR

Regular weekday servasebactivitiege not includedee back page for details

DECEMBER 2016

Thursday 1st 7.30pm Friendship Group meeting

Sunday 4t 8am Said Eucharist
2nd of Advent 10am Sung Eucharist
6.30pm BCP Evening Prayer

Tuesday 6™ 9.30am ABC2
7.30pm PCC meeting

Thursday 8t Mothers’ Union meeting — see page 6

Sunday 11t 8am Said Eucharist
3rd of Advent 10am Sung Eucharist
6.30pm CW Evening Prayer

Tuesday 13t 9.30am ABC2

Thursday 15t 7.30pm Friendship Group meeting

Friday 16t to | Christmas Tree Festival in Church
Monday 19th

Sunday 18t 8am Said Eucharist

4t of Advent 10am Sung Eucharist

6.30pm Christmas Carol Service with
Beeston Methodist Church

Saturday 24t | 4.30pm Christingle and Crib Service
Christmas Eve | 11.15pm Midnight Mass (incense used)

Sunday 25t 10am Parish Family Eucharist
Christmas Day
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JANUARY 2017

Sunday 1¢t 8am Said Eucharist
The Namingand | 10am Said Eucharist with hymns
Circumcision of Jesus 6.30pm BCP Evening Prayer
Thursday 5 7.30pm Friendship Group Meeting
Sunday 8t 8am Said Eucharist
The Baptism of | 10am Sung Eucharist with renewal of baptismal vows
Christ 6.30pm CW Evening Prayer
Tuesday 10t 9.30am ABC2
Thursday 12t Mothers’ Union meeting — see page 6
Sunday 15t 8am Said Eucharist
2n of Epiphany | 10am Sung Eucharist
6.30pm Taizé Service
Tuesday 17t 9.30am ABC2
Thursday 19t 7.30pm Friendship Group Meeting
7.30pm PCC meeting
Sunday 22nd 8am Said Eucharist
3 of Epiphany | 10am Sung Eucharist
6.30pm Silent Adoration
Tuesday 24t 9.30am ABC2
Sunday 29t 8am Said Eucharist

The Presentation of
Christ in the Temple

10am Sung Eucharist with Candlemas ceremonies
6.30pm Choral Evensong

Tuesday 31t

9.30am ABC2
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SOUNDS FAMILIAR

Do you realise how many sayings we use today have their origins in the Bible?

A leopard cannot change his spots (Jeremiah 13 v23)

This phrase, which means it is impossible to change who you are, first appears in

the Book of Jeremiah, one of the great prophets of the Old Testament. God is
promising a whole battery of plagues and misfortunes to a particularly sinful King

and Queen of Judah and he warns them not to waste time trying to repent.

In Chapter 13 we read: ‘Can a black man change the colour of his skin, c
leopard remove his spots? If they could, then you that do nothing but ¢
| earn to .do what i1 s right’

The novelist Walter Scott was one of the many writers to use the phrase in a context
very different from what Jeremiah meant. In his well-known novel lvanhoe he writes:
Let us put the Jews to ransomtemézopard will not change his spots

However, there is an interesting twist to this tale — leopards do actually change their
spots. The spotty markings on a baby leopard’s coat mutate over its lifetime into
beautiful and complete rosettes.

Set someone’s teeth on edge (Jeremiah 31 vw29-30, Ezekiel 18 v2)

In chapter 31 of the book of Jeremiah we read: The parents ate the sour grapes &
the children got the sour taste. Whoever eats sour grapes will have his
set on edge and everyone will die because of his own sin.

The meaning given to this is that children are punished for their father’s crimes and
the saying is repeated in the book of Ezekiel.

However, it is William Shakespeare who popularises the expression in his play
Henry IV part 1, act 3 when he describes the effect of listening to bad poetry as:
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I had rat her hear a brazen

Or a dry wheel grate on the-drde;

And that vdd set my teeth nothing on edge

Nothing so much as mincing poetry:

“*Tis |li ke the forced gait

Feet of clay (Daniel 2 vv32-43)

This unusual sounding phrase comes from a dream of the Babylonian King
Nebuchadnezzar, who sees the image of a huge figure in his sleep. The image’s
head was of fine gold, his breast and his arms of silver, his belly and his eyes of
bronze, his legs of iron and his feet part of iron and part of clay. Suddenly a huge
stone appears from nowhere and smashes the fragile feet which brings the whole
statue tumbling down. The prophet Daniel is brought in to interpret the extraordinary
dream. He explains that the great figure represents the kingdom of men declining
in quality until they are finally smashed to pieces by God — the mysterious rock.

In 1814 Byron used this story inhis ‘Od e t o aNdahg gives @se to the
modern meaning of the phrase. In 1814 Napoleon had just been defeated by the
British and their allies and he was sent into exile on the island of Elba. Such leaders,
writes Byron, are idols with fronts of brass and feet of clay.

But of course Napoleon escaped from Elba and went on to fight the British and
Prussian armies at the Battle of Waterloo. As we all know, he lost that battle and
was again sent into exile, this time to St. Helena where he died.

Searching for feet of clay hidden by golden reputations of great men and women
still remains a favourite pastime, particularly by tabloid journalists.

13
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To be weighed in the balance (Daniel 5 v27)

The prophet Daniel told King Belshazzar of Babylon: Thou art weighed in the
balances and art fowahting.

In those days the balances, or scales, were the customer’s only defence against
crooked merchants. The impartiality of the scales could guarantee you were buying
the right sack of corn or the right bag of olives. It was even possible to tell real coins
from forged ones because of the different weights of cheap impure alloys.

Being so central to everyday life, the scales quickly found themselves adopted as
metaphors in ancient religions, including Judaism. Today, traditional weighing
scales are an international symbol of justice, displayed on statues and coats of arms
in law courts around the world. Probably the best known statue is the one above
the Old Bailey in London.

The writing’s on the wall (Daniel 5)

This phrase appears in the story of when King Belshazzar of Babylon had a strange
vision. He was feasting when suddenly a ghostly hand appeared and wrote four
mysterious words on the wall: menemene, tekalpharsin.

Belshazzar summons Daniel to interpret this apparition and the news is bad! Daniel
tellshimthat* Gbds number ed t hy ThdvenmnightkKmgm .
Belshazzar is killed and his kingdom is captured by the Persians.

A lion’s den (Daniel 6 v16)

This phrase comes from the story of when some jealous citizens of Babylon
accused the prophet Daniel of praying to God in defiance of an imperial edict.
We are told: “They brought Danielanc ast him i nto a d

When King Darius went to see Daniel the next day, he was standing calmly among
the lions who, we are told, had been pacified by an angel. So Daniel was released
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and his accusers were thrown into the den along with their wives and children.
The Bible tellsus thelions’dor ok e al |l their bones

As white as snow (Daniel 7 v9, Isaiah 1 v18, 2 Kings 5 v27)

The image of something being as white as snow has been used in England since
the Middle Ages as a symbol of virtue. The phrase appears in The Bookf Vices
and VirtugAD1200) and in the mid-1300s was used as a description of feminine
beautyinthe ‘R o ma n c e  olffalso appeas in Ramist,éct 3, Scene 3 as
a metaphor for innocence.

But the publication of the King James Bible in 1611 shows the phrase was probably
used much earlier because it is used as a description of God’s shining garments in
the book of Daniel.

In Isaiah the phrase is used to describe the purification of sin.

However, in the book of Kings it has a different meaning. Tobe'as whi t e
meant you were a leper because the disease turned the skin of the victim white.

You may find it strange to find snow mentioned in a book which originates in the
Middle East but winters can be cold in Israel and Jerusalem has been known to
have been covered by a carpet of snow on Christmas Day. Even in summer snow
may be seen on the peaks of the Lebanon range of mountains.

SA
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CHRISTMAS TREE FESTIVAL
16 - 19 DECEMBER 2016

As you must now be aware | am busy arranging the Tree Festival.
1. If you would like to sponsor a tree please let me know and | will let you have full details.

2. Help is required Wednesday 14 December (after 3pm) and Thursday 15 December
between 10am and 5pm, please see me for details.

3. Help with refreshments during the Festival.
There is all kinds of help needed, some very light duties.

On Friday 30 December when the trees are taken down and the Church put back to normal,
all kinds of help is required.

Please see me or ring me 0115 9252507.
Brenda Smith

kkkkkkkkkkkkkkhkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkk

ADVENT HOME GROUP

A home group will be starting for Advent, meeting weekly to read the Bible and talk about
our faith. As the Church calendar approaches Christmas, one of the focal moments of the
Christian year, we thought it would be valuable to spend some time together delving into
the meaning of this time. We'll think about the resources which the Old and New
Testaments give us to make sense of the mystery of the Incarnation, and how God’s
presence with us in Jesus has been understood by other Christians. We'll also have tea,
maybe a glass of something else, and lots of fun.

The group will be led by Sheenagh Bloomfield, and will be held at 201 Station Road,
Beeston, on Wednesday evenings, beginning 23 November. Lifts can be arranged for
anyone who needs them. It would be helpful if we had a rough ideas of numbers in advance,
so if you know youre coming, please email Sheenagh on
sheenagh.bloomfield@yahoo.co.uk.
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EPILOGUE

As Father Wayne noted at the start of this issue, this will be the last magazine
that | produce as editor after just over six years in the role.

| have decided the time is right to give up chiefly because of constraints on my
own time and the need to juggle my other commitments. This has been
particularly the case since | changed jobs a couple of years ago and now
commute to Stamford most days, a distance of 50 miles. Ironically, this is to help
produce Modern Railwaysgazine as a member of the editorial team!

But the change also gives an opportunity to reflect on the magazine itself,
its content and its purpose. The number of contributions for each issue fluctuates
widely, such that Parish Newaries between 12 and 20 pages in length. | must
here mention Sheila Allton, who contributes the hidden word puzzle and other
regular features, which often make up a good proportion of the magazine’s
content, and thank her for her support.

So, as Wayne said, it is over to you, the readers. Should the magazine take a
different format altogether? Should it continue at all? Is anyone willing to assist
with its production or to take it forward?

In the meantime, thank you to all those who have sent in contributions over the
past few years and | hope you have enjoyed reading it every two months.

Phil Sherratt
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HIDDEN WORD PUZZLE

All the words in this puzzle feature in the Christmas Story. Words can be straightforward,
back-to-front, vertically or diagonally across the rectangle, but all are in straight lines. Some
letters are used more than once. The remaining letters spell out the first lines of two
well-known carols.

WI S EMENIBYEIKNODTCB

EJ OLCMOETEIRU CETDAAWM

P OEBSOLALTTULYEUBNHR

| UHADUOEJETFHSYAETR

P RPTWRRI I ETALI P X E

H NESES SR RMHEIRUODTENOG

A E S Y HTIBHASUTETLHNN

NY OTPAAUENIKS SR RUOTEA

YMJI ERGXVFNGRAUGWM

S AJVHUALNAYTEWLAA

T GEI S TY1l I MNALIREWM

F 1 S TREASURET SYSAM

I UAESNET GCNI KNARTF

G S NGS AMT SI RHZCER
Angels Frankincense Jesus Oxen
Baby Gabriel Joseph Room
Bethlehem Gifts Journey Shepherds
Caesar Augustus  Gold Magi Stable
Christmas Herod Manger Star
Decree Inn Mary Taxes
Donkey Innkeeper Myrrh Treasures
Epiphany Jerusalem Nativity Wise Men

Last issue’s hidden days:
“ Al Soul s’ Day, Al | Sai 1

©SA
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PARISH CHURCH CONTACTS

ABC2 Diane Stevenson 9253562
Choir Chris Warren 07507 493410
Sunday School Sheila Allton 9255770
Pam Holland 9436447
Bellringers Al Smith / Bridget Eickhoff
beeston@southwelldg.org.uk
Brownies Louise Lee 9176846
Guides Kaye Ford 9167806
Rainbows Louise Lee 9176846
Friendship Group Jeanette Simons 9223815
Julian Prayer Group Sandie Cutts 9257474
Mothers’” Union Rosie Stowe (secretary) 9984310
Sheila Allton (diocesan contact) 9255770
Finance: Treasurer Kaye Ford 9167806
Planned Giving Bryan Spencer 9732236
Parish News Phil Sherratt 07946 973055
Contributions to: philip.sherratt7 @googlemail.com
OTHER USEFUL CONTACTS
NHS Direct Line (24 hours, 7 days) 0845 4647
Police Station 9430999
Gas Emergency 0800 111999
Citizens Advice Bureau, Council Offices, Foster Ave. 0844 4994194
Library, Foster Avenue 9255168
Methodist Church 9431164
Church of the Assumption 9228145
Bramcote Leisure Centre 9173000
Broxtowe Borough Council, Foster Ave 0177777

For other information about services and community groups in Beeston please
refer to the Help Directory in the Public Library
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The Parish Church of
St John the Baptist,

Beeston
www.beestonparishchurch.co.uk
Vicar: Father Wayne Plimmer ( 9254571
Curate: Father Rob Wiggins ( 07906664263
(Thurs only)
Church Office/Admin Assistant: Kathryn Weller
beeston.parish@gmail.com ( 9225638
Reader:  Sally Beazley ( 9221226
Church Wardens:
lan Eden ( 07842796722
Ray Stevenson ( 9253562
WEEKLY SERVICES:
Sunday: 8.00am Said Eucharist

9.45am Sunday School meets in church

10.00am  Sung Eucharist

6.30pm Evening Worship

See calendar for more details
Mon-Weds: 7.30am Morning Prayer

Tuesday: 1.00pm Eucharist
Wednesday: 10.00am Eucharist
Thursday: 9.00am Morning Prayer

Monday to Friday 11.30am — 1.30pm:
Church open for Private Prayer

Thursday 10am — 12noon:

Coffee Stop — Church Open
Tea, coffee and biscuits available
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