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CHRISTMAS SERVICES  

 

Sunday 29th November 

6:30pm Advent Carol Service 

 

Sunday 20th December  

6:30pm Joint Carol Service  

at Chilwell Road Methodist Church 

 

Thursday 24th December ï Christmas Eve 

4:30pm Nativity and Christingle ï  

Children welcome 

11:15pm Midnight Mass 

 

Friday 25th December ï Christmas Day 

10:00am Parish Family Celebration 

 

All Welcome 
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FATHER WAYNE WRITESé 

It must be a sign that I'm getting older but Christmas seems to 

come around every nine months or so! Can it really be the case 

that a whole year has gone by so quickly? 

The main challenge for Christians at Christmas is keeping 

Jesus at the centre of it all. In practical terms that might mean 

doing something very simple like making sure we have a 

Christmas Crib somewhere visible in the house, to remind us 

and our visitors that this season is about Jesus, and keeping the crib out long after we might 

have taken the other decorations down, to remind ourselves that the Christmas season 

carries on all through January. I know of one person who keeps a record of how much they 

spend on food over the Christmas period so that they can give 10% of the total to a charity 

working for the hungry or the homeless. There are many people who make a habit of inviting 

people to Christmas lunch who they know would otherwise spend the day alone. There are 

many other things we can do to make Christmas mean something worthwhile. 

Christmas is really about being reminded that God became Man in Jesus and that our 

humanity matters to God. If we matter to God, we can honour God by making sure that 

everyone matters. People matter much more than the latest 'must have' gadget! I took a 

funeral recently of a much-loved Mum to a large family and what came across clearly was 

the quality of her love. The family didn't have the latest 'this' or 'that,' but they were never 

left in any doubt that they were loved and accepted and they had clean clothes and food on 

the table and that they lived in a place where their friends were always welcome. This is 

story which could be told by many other families but, sadly, not all. 

Christmas is about the quality of God's love and of how he, through his Son, identifies 

completely with what it is like to be human and of how we are all called, in however pale a 

way, to reflect something of that love in the world. 

May this Christmas be a time of loving and giving in which God is recognised and honoured. 

God Bless 

Father Wayne  

PARISH NEWS 

NEXT EDITION ï FEBRUARY / MARCH 2016 

Contributions to philip.sherratt7@googlemail.com, or in person at church 

Deadline for Contributions: Sunday 17th January 

 Publication Date: Sunday 31st January 
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SO... THE EAGLE HAS NOT LANDED... 

All of our meetings are interesting but one in particular, in October, was an eye opener.  

We sat around our table and after some hesitation we had a lively discussion on ñWhat do 

you like/dislike about our Church?ò. We discovered there were some items belonging to the 

Church stored in Hazelôs home. Large, beautiful kneelers that had been handmade and 

embroidered by Church members, and she saved them when the Church was reordered.  

Result ï they have been returned to the Church where they will be stored and brought out 

for special occasions. Thank you Hazel. We also voted that the eagle stand should be 

restored to a place more in keeping. It is very grand and unfortunately has been relegated 

to a cupboard. PCC voted against us on that one. However, we all decided that we loved 

our Church, and many memories were revived of the past.   

We received a letter from Daniel McAllister, Head of Fundraising and Communications ï 

Mothers Union which we would like to share: 

Dear everyone at Beeston Mothersô Union, 

Thank you so much for your generous donation of Ã44.00 towards Mothersô Union Big 

Wheels Appeal. The money youôve raised makes it possible for us to help people at home 

and abroad who are facing adversity. 

Mothersô Union is rooted to Christian values that we all cherish. By supporting the Big 

Wheels Appeal you help us demonstrate these values, turning them into action by 

supporting families promoting marriage and building communities. 

In Burundi we help provide the means for people like Erneste to learn to read and write 

through Mothersô Union Literacy & Financial Education Programme. Erneste is now a 

literacy group facilitator herself and helps others to become literate. 

ñBefore I did not even know how to hold a pen. I used to take letters to people to read 

for me and get other people to write for me but I am now confident. Poverty was really 

around us.ò 

And across the UK and Ireland we provide training and support to hundreds of members, 

who volunteer in prisons to provide essential items, crèches to visiting children and a 

listening ear to prisoners who donôt receive visitors. When one prisoner was released from 

HMP Littlehey, he wrote to one Mothersô Union member to thank her for her support: 

ñI really appreciated that you just listened to me and allowed me to speak freely 

without judgement.  Youôve helped me to want to change and I donôt want to go back 

to my old life.ò 

Thank you for helping us to keep things moving to the right direction. 
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To find out more or donate visit www.mothersunion.org/Christmas or call on 020 7222 5533 

Our membership 

Our members are not all mothers, or even all women. They are single, married, parents, 

grandparents, or young adults just beginning to express their social conscience. Mothers' 

Union provides, for all four million members, a network through which they can serve Christ 

in their own community ï through prayer, financial support and actively working at the 

grassroots level in programmes that meet local needs. 

 

 

 

*********************************** 

FROM THE REGISTERS 

Baptisms 

18 October Annabel Rose Coughlin 

15 November Eleanor Rose Vencappa 

15 November Amelia Rose Morris 

 

Rest in Peace 

Elizabeth Littlewood 

Rhoda George 

Helena Marianna Stuart 

Vera Lee 

Emily Reynolds 

Thomas Eric Hallam 

Barry Heath 

Eileen Roe 

Beryl May Tolliday 

 

http://www.mothersunion.org/Christmas
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GOD HAS CALLED YOU BY NAME  

AND MADE YOU HIS OWN 

Seven members of our Church had been prepared for Confirmation by Father Rob and their 

special day arrived on Sunday 8th November at the Deanery Confirmation Service which 

took place in our church. We also welcomed candidates from St. Nicôs Nottingham, St. 

Johnôs Carrington and St. Stephenôs Hyson Green with Forest Fields, making 34 candidates 

in all. We also welcomed clergy and congregations from those parishes. Bishop Tony 

presided and preached at the Eucharist. During the service two of the candidates from St. 

Stephenôs gave testimonies about their decision to become Christians and be confirmed. 

The Bishop confirmed all the candidates and they received their first Communion from him. 

The choir sang the anthem óO for a closer walk with Godô. At the end of the service the 

bishop gave each candidate a lighted candle and led them in procession to the back of 

church and reminded them to ówalk in the light of Christ all the days of your lifeô.  

Afterwards refreshments were served by Brenda Smith and her team and we were able to 

chat to members of the visiting church congregations. 

Congratulations to the members of our church who were confirmed: Elizabeth Baldock,  

Lily Holland, Kate Infield, Tim Press, Shanti Tyler, Laura Usher and Jacob Wright. 
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SINGING FOR CHILDREN IN NEED 

Thank you to everyone who sponsored me for Children in Need on Friday 13th 

of November as I sang four songs at Boots, raising a total of £547. It has felt 

between us that we have helped a lot of people this year. Last year I raised just 

over £300. Once again thank you every one. 

Philip Hopkinson 
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SOUNDS FAMILIAR 
 

Do you realise how many sayings we use today have their origins in the Bible? 
 

To beard the lion (1 Samuel 17 v38) 

The first book of Samuel tells how David, the shepherd boy, convinced King Saul that he 
should be allowed to fight Goliath, the Philistine champion. David tells him ôThy servant kept 
his fatherôs sheep and there came a lion and a bear and took a lamb out of the flock. I went 
after him and smote him and when he arose against me, I caught him by the beard and 
smote him and slew himô. 

Lions do have a patch of tufty hair under the chin, but grabbing that may seem rather 
unnecessary after David tells us he had smote the lion. However, for ancient Israelites a 
manôs beard was a symbol of his dignity and virility and to touch or grasp someoneôs beard 
was to offer the ultimate insult. 

In his epic poem Marmion written in 1808, Walter Scott writes: 

And darest thou then  
To beard the lion in his den 

thus cementing the phrase in the English language. Today it means to confront someone 
aggressively, in their own domain. 
 

A David and Goliath contest (1 Samuel 17)  

Today this phrase refers to a contest of unequally matched opponents but its origin lies in 
Old Testament times when the Philistines took on the Israelites led by King Saul. This 
familiar story in 1 Samuel 17 tells how David the shepherd boy took up Goliathôs challenge 
and killed him using just a sling and a pebble. That shepherd boy went on to become Israelôs 
second king and some would say their most famous.  
 

Go to Jericho (2 Samuel 10 v5) 

This phrase is used as an impolite command to tell someone to go, another way of saying 
óGet lostô. It comes from an incident in the second book of Samuel when King David sends 
ambassadors to the heathen King Hanun, but as soon as they arrive they are accused of 
spying. King Hanun orders their heads to be shaved and their clothes to be cut off at the 
waist and for them to then be sent home again. The Bible tells us that the ambassadors 
were greatly ashamed so King David allowed them to ótarry in Jerichoô until their hair had 
grown again. Ever since, Jericho has been used proverbially to mean anywhere out of the 
way or secluded. It became a common expression in the 19th Century. 
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How are the mighty fallen (2 Samuel 1 vv19-27) 

Today people tend to use this phrase out of smugness rather than sympathy which is its 
original use. The phrase appears as a repeated refrain in Davidôs lament for his friend 
Jonathan, the son of King Saul. This passage makes interesting reading if you do not know 
it. 
 

A Jeroboam (1 Kings 11 vv26-40) 

Today a Jeroboam is a very large bottle of wine which holds 3 litres or as much as 4 ordinary 
bottles, but King Jeroboam was king of the ten northern tribes of Israel which split from the 
southern kingdom of Judah after the reign of King Solomon (Davidôs son). Jeroboam is best 
remembered for having two golden calves set up for his people to worship. God punished 
Jeroboam by causing him to suffer a crushing defeat against the Judaeans. According to 
the Bible he was defeated and his power was shattered. Tradition says that in the 19th 
Century, when people were deciding what to call their latest huge bottle of wine they 
remembered Jeroboam as a ómighty man of valourô and named it after him. 
 

Jezebel (1 Kings 16 v31) 

Today a woman who is called a Jezebel is considered to be wicked in some way. The 
Biblical Jezebel was a Phoenician princess who married King Ahab of Israel and quickly 
became notorious. She converted her husband to the pagan worship of Baal; she 
persecuted Jewish prophets and generally exerted more political influence than was 
thought seemly for a woman in those days. The Bible tells us that eventually God arranged 
a military coup and Jezebel was thrown out of a window and eaten by her dogs. When the 
feminist movement developed during the last century Jezebel was taken up, not as a villain 
but as a heroine and a Biblical pioneer of womenôs lib! 
 

Jumping Jehoshaphat! (1 Kings 15) 

This phrase is sometimes used as a mild expletive signifying shock or surprise. The Biblical 
Jehoshaphat is one of the lesser known Jewish kings who ruled the kingdom of Judah in 
the 9th Century BC. He was considered to have been a wise and just monarch, doing óthat 
which is right in the sight of the Lordô, but it isnôt his wisdom or justice which has made him 
famous ï it is because his name begins with the same two letters as Jesus. The Ten 
Commandments forbid Christians to take the name of the Lord in vain and saying Jesus 
was considered blasphemy so if an unfortunate óJeééô happened to slip out accidentally 
one way to stay within the law was to turn it into Jehoshaphat! 

SA 
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THE CALENDAR 

Regular weekday services and activities are not included ï see back page for details 
 

 

DECEMBER 2015 

Tuesday 1st 9.30am ABC2 

Thursday 3rd  7.15pm PCC Meeting 

7.30pm Friendship Group Meeting 

Sunday 6th  

2nd of Advent 

8am Said Eucharist 

10am Sung Eucharist 

6.30pm Common Worship Evensong 

Tuesday 8th 9.30am ABC2 

Thursday 10th  Mothersô Union Meeting ï see page 4 

Sunday 13th  

3rd of Advent 

8am Said Eucharist 

10am Sung Eucharist 

6.30pm BCP Evensong 

Tuesday 15th 9.30am ABC2 

Thursday 17th 7.30pm Friendship Group Meeting 

Sunday 20th   

4th of Advent 

8am Said Eucharist 

10am Sung Eucharist  

6.30pm Joint Carol Service  

at Chilwell Road Methodist Church 

Thursday 24th 

Christmas Eve 

4.30pm Nativity and Christingle 

11.15pm Midnight Mass (incense used) 

Friday 25th 

Christmas Day 

10am Parish Family Celebration 

Sunday 27th  

St John the 

Evangelist 

8am Said Eucharist 

10am Sung Eucharist 

6.30pm Common Worship Evensong 
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JANUARY 2016 

Sunday 3rd 

The Epiphany of our 

Lord 

8am Said Eucharist 

10am Sung Eucharist (incense used) 

6.30pm Silent Adoration 

Tuesday 5th  9.30am ABC2 

Thursday 7th   7.30pm Friendship Group Meeting 

Sunday 10th  

Baptism of Christ 

 

8am Said Eucharist 

10am Sung Eucharist 

6.30pm BCP Evensong 

Tuesday 12th  9.30am ABC2 

Thursday 14th  Mothersô Union Meeting ï see page 4 

Sunday 17th   

2nd of Epiphany 

8am Said Eucharist 

10am Sung Eucharist 

6.30pm Taizé Service 

Tuesday 19th  9.30am ABC2 

Thursday 21st   7.30pm Friendship Group Meeting 

Sunday 24th  

3rd of Epiphany 

8am Said Eucharist 

10am Sung Eucharist 

6.30pm Common Worship Evensong 

Tuesday 26th  9.30am ABC2 

7.15pm Said Eucharist followed by PCC Meeting 

Sunday 31st  

The Presentation of 

Christ in the Temple 

(Candlemas) 

8am Said Eucharist 

10am Sung Eucharist with Candlemas Ceremonies  

(incense used) 

6.30pm Choral Evensong 
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HOLIDAY IN 

EASTBOURNE 

At the start of our holiday we 

travelled down to Nottingham to be 

picked up by Robinsonôs feeder bus 

at Mount Street for 9.15am.  

We travelled for about an hour to get 

our main coach to Eastbourne just 

off the M6 near Birmingham. 

The coach was coming from Lancashire and arrived at the pickup area at 11.00, and we 

left at about 11.15 and headed towards the M42 were we stopped for lunch for 45 minutes. 

We then continued for another two hours and we stopped again for half an hour. 

We reached our hotel at about 4pm 

ï the hotel is just off the sea front, 

about five minutesô walk from the 

town centre. We were given our 

keys to the room and waited until the 

porter brought our cases up. Dinner 

was at 6.30 each night ï that gave 

us time to unpack and change for 

dinner after a long journey. 

The next day we went on a coach trip to Rye in East Sussex. Ryeôs history can be traced 

back to before the Norman Conquest, when as a small fishing community it was almost 

surrounded by water and lay with in the manor of Rameslie. The sea has retreated and now 

lies two miles from the town, and sheep graze where the waves once broke on the beach. 

The Manor of Rameslie was promised to the abbey of Fecamp in Normandy by Ethelred 

the Unready. He was true to his name ï he had been caught off guard and forced to flee 

from the Danes in 1014; luckily it was the abbey that gave him shelter. Although Ethelred 

died before he could bestow his gift, his widow Queen Emma married King Canute and 

made him confirm the transfer of Rye and the surrounding area to Fecamp.  

The town grew in stature as a trading port and in 1205, when King John was forced to return 

Normandy to the French Crown, control of this port of Sussex was confirmed as under the 

control of Fecamp. It remained in Norman hands until 1247. 
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By the 13th century, the Plantagenet King Henry III and 

later Edward I consolidated the defence of the realm 

with the charter of the Cinque Ports, which meant towns 

along the coast of Kent and Sussex provided safe 

harbour and a quota of ships and men to sail them. In 

return for their support, the ports (including Rye and 

Winchelsea) defined as ancient towns ówere granted 

common rights to privileges with freedom from taxes 

and custom duties, trading concessions and rights to 

hold judicial courtsô. As a result, the Cinque Ports became one of the richest and most 

important maritime economies in Europe, laying the foundations for Britainôs maritime 

power. 

With such lively history, youôd expect Rye to have been used as inspiration and a base for 

host of literary figures, and rightly so. Some of these figures have become world famous 

literary heroes, such as Henry James, Conrad Aiken and H.G. Wells, whereas others like 

John Ryan have dreamed up popular stories such as the swashbuckling adventures of 

Captain Pugwash. 

Ryeôs other literary celebrity was the American novelist Henry James, who lived in Lamb 

house, a house visited by many writers, including Rudyard Kipling, Joseph Conrad and H.G. 

Wells. The house is now a National Trust property and open to the public on Thursdays and 

Saturdays from April to October. 

The next day we had a free day and 

decided to go on a tour of Eastbourne 

on the open top bus and went to 

Beachy Head, where we got off the 

bus and walked around and had 

coffee. 

Beachy Head has nothing to do with 

the beach but is in fact a corruption of 

the original French words Beauchef (13th century) and Beaucheif (14th century), meaning 

beautiful head (land). In 1929, Eastbourne bought 4,000 acres (16km2) of land surrounding 

Beachy Head at the cost of about £100,000. This investment has saved Beachy Head and 

the surrounding downlands from development and has led to it becoming part of the New 

South Downs National Park. Beachy Head is 530ft above sea level and is the highest chalk 

sea cliff in the UK. 
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The cliff faces southward and is subjected to fierce gales and erosion from the sea.  

The constant erosion of the old chalk face helps to maintain the whiteness of the cliffs by 

revealing the clean white chalk underneath.  

Beachy Head was the scene of two major naval engagements in the 17th century. In 1653, 

the third day of fighting in the battle of Portland took place on Beachy Head during the first 

AngloïDutch war, and in 1690 the battle of Beachy Head took place during the nine-year 

war. 

During World War II, the RAF established a forward relay station at Beachy Head to improve 

radio communication with aircraft. Enemy aircraft were frequently engaged over and around 

Beachy Head on their way to or from raids on London and the South. There was also an 

important wartime radar station in the area, and between 1952 and 1957 (during the Cold 

War) a radar control centre was operational in the underground bunkers. 

From Beachy Head we got back on the bus and 

continued around the outskirts of Eastbourne, 

returning back to the sea front. 

For centuries Eastbourne was a large village, and 

the people lived by farming or sometimes fishing. 

However, in 1232 Eastbourne was granted the right 

to hold markets and fairs, which were held once a 

year and attracted buyers and sellers from far and wide.  

Little changed in Eastbourne until the late 

18th century, at which time people 

believed that bathing in sea water was 

good for your health and could cure 

disease. It became fashionable to stay at 

the seaside; it was so popular that King 

George IIIôs children stayed in 

Eastbourne. 

In the second half of the 19th century the town changed dramatically, and by 1849 the 

railway reached Eastbourne, making it easy for visitors to reach the town. 

However, Eastbourne was largely owned by two landowners ï the Duke of Devonshire and 

a man named John Davis Gilbert. Both built many new houses and the population boomed, 
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and by 1871 and Eastbourne was home to over 10,000 people. It continued to flourish, and 

by 1951 its population had risen to 57,000; today it is 99,000. In 2014 the pier was badly 

damaged by fire. 

In the Evening Brenda and I decided 

to go and listen to the big band 

playing songs from the shows. 

The next day we caught the train to 

Hastings, which took about 45 

minutes. Hastings began life as a 

Saxon settlement called Haesta 

ingas, which means Haestaôs people. 

By the 10th century Hastings had grown into a market town and even had its own mint. 

However, the town was very small, with a 

population of only several hundred. In the 11th 

century Hastings was one of the cinque ports, a 

group of five ports which were supposed to 

provide ships for the King in time of war in return 

for certain privileges. By the 15th century this 

had died out and a more modern navy was 

formed. In 1066 the well-known Battle of 

Hastings took place and you can still see the castle which is in the town of Battle. 

In 1339 and 1377 Hastings suffered disaster when 

it was attacked by the French and burned to the 

ground, as most of the buildings were made of 

wood and had thatched roofs. By the 14th century 

a stone wall was built south of Hastings to protect 

the town from attack from the sea. However, by the 

18th century the wall had fallen into ruins. 

In the 18th century Hastings was famous or 

(infamous) for smuggling. It became a small market town with a population of 1500. 

Industries in Hastings were shipbuilding and rope making. 


